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WEATHER -FORECAST.
Forecas* for Tuesday and Wednosday:
Virginia.Partly cloudy and not 30 colit

Tuesday; warmer and probably rain
Wednesday: varlablc wind.-«. shifting to
castcrty.
North nr.d South Caroiina.Fair and

warrncr Tuesday: ratn and w.irmcr Wert-
r.fsday: varlable wlnds, shlftlng to
snutheasterly.

PRICE TWO CENTS.

TELEPHQNE BILL
WAS DiSCUSSED

Commillee fleard Five
Gentlcmen on Measure.

OTHERS WILL SPEAK

The Hearine Will ba Resumed at 10
O'clock This Morning.

ABLE LAWYEHS OiM BOTH SIDES.

Messrs. Fratilt W. Clirlstinii an«l pPPa,
Huiitoii. Jr.. forthc ActaiidMcssrs.
U. B. Minil'oiil, Henry II. I'ol-

lardmid A.CGoidon Asainst
lt.Oujections Made

iiml Ansivciwl.

The Senate Committee on General Laws

speirt three hours yesterday afternoon

hoarin;r argument fer or against the bill

to Incorporate the Virginia Telcphono and

Telegraph Company.
Mr. Frank W. ChrisUan. ol Richmond.

nnd Hon. Epi>3 Hunton. Jr.. oi \vaxren-;

1on, spoko for the moasure, and Senator
1'.. B. Muntord. City Aitorncy Pollard. ol

RicQimond. and Cit.v Atlorncy A. C. Cor-

don. of .Staunton. against it.
The measure will be further considered

:il 10 <;v;o.-k ihis morning.
The bearing took- place in tho Senate

Chambor. which -was wcll-fllled with m-

terestod persons. Among the spectators,
who occupied !'r:.n1 seats, was General
>:. P. Meany, presldent of the American
Tclcgraph and Telephone (Lang Distance)
Company.
By agreement each side was aJlowed

.three hwuins in the aggregatc. Mr. Frank
W. CJhrtsUah was first hcard in favor of
the 1411. II" said he w.is satlslied the
objeetlons to Uie bill were founded large-
ly upon a mlsaixprchension of what the
legaleffect would be. The chief bbjebtlon,
he said. as far as life had' been able to

loarn, was thal Uie act took from the
olUes and town- ihe right or local self-
government. He thouglit it could be
shottvri that this claim was not well
founded. The bill guarded every risht
of a municipality and lefrf to Uie .-it!.'::
tind towns power to contro] and regulate
nhe operations of the proposed leJephone
< otmipany.

THEl PRTNCIPLE 1NVOLYED.
Mr. GhrisUan went on with an able

argument as t.. the differencc between
tthe i>owcr to 'Vjontro-l and regulate" and
-.'ln- authorrty '.. "prohiblt." The bill con-

itemtplaied' a system of telephonic pom-
imnileat.ion with every oounty und city
in 'th" State It wias deslgned to cstablish
em ontcrprrso UTia.it wonld be <>f afeat beh'e-
ii; to ;i!l tho people of the State. Tfr's
¦proposed system would. in effect. a-nnihi-
Jate distance and redirco time to Uie
tniiiiiiiruni. Tlie corporalors showed Uieir
good Eailh by olTerlns to depo'sit with the
State Treasurer $100,000 ot Virgincu bonds
us a guarantee thal they w ruld cstablish
This system in :ill the cllies and' oounties
of the State within a spei ificd time.
Mr. Christian called aittcntion to the

fact that under the cjdstlng laws the
oomtpany ran oreoi its jioles and establish
Its w.ires aiong the pubiic roads of any
coumty but wberi it reaclies the borders
«>f a oity or town tlie penmlssion of the
oouncfl of sutSh municipality is necessary
in -order to use Uie streets. Busines3
m^ti iwmld in.! pu1 up thciir money to
build up su:.!] a systein when a town or

cflty council oould. by arbltrary acU'on,
lteep the company out.
This is a anaittcr, Mr. Christian argued.

of interest to tlie whole State, and it
nhould be oonsldcred from that stand-
p.iint. lt was not just, nor pracUcable,
he contended. that a city should have the
power at any time to drive out a great
ente'nprise, and liius serfously affect tlie
UBcfllllK ?.s of the system. All that is
needed for tho pubiic good is that the
livios shall have power to ajjply rea-son-
able regulations to covern the company's
opcrations wlUiin its borders. Tlie eities
should not l.e alinved to hold Uie rescrve
.i ..v.-r of revocatlon. 11" the cilies should'
Biavc tiie ipawer to make r.ites some other
section of tlie State would suffer thereby.
Tiie corporaitors were perfoctly willing
iluit the Legislature should" define Uie
rates. but they were unv.iiiing that every
little locality should have the right 10
inrpose harsh conditions upon the com¬
pany.

THE ItEGTLATIONS.
Taking up tlie plirase, "Reasonable

regulations,'" whlrh has been crltieised
Iri ihe bill. Mr. C'hristhui said this was
ihe proper legal expression. But he was

pcrfeqtly willing to strtke out the word
"reasonable'" He was frank to say;
however. that the meanlrig of this iiro-
visi-on would be the same, lor a muntel-
pality otild not impose "uhreasonable
regulations.'"
Mr. ChtisUaii saiil as lonrr as the tele-

phone was a local institution and n com¬
pany oonflned its operatlons to one city
or town. it was projifr and just that a

municipality should have tlje right :... say
whether or not a^company should use its
streets. But this ls no lonser a. local
qnesUoh. 3f there ls to be one great sys¬
tem cihbraclng the whole State a city or
town should not have Uie right to arbl-
trarily keep a company out of i;s :i..rdvrs".
lt is but natural for one locality to trj*
and get all it can for its people Under
the Ecncral law now in existence the
clues and towns would vie with oaeh
other in seeking to impose harsh condi¬
tions upon tne company.
Objectlon had been made to tho btti

on Ums ground that litl.cation growlng
out of the measure might so to the
Federal courts and a long time miTht
clapse brfore the question or questions
could be settled. Mr. Christian said tiie
corporators \vere willing to amend The
bill in order to provide that all oue^tions
of law growlng out of this act should Ibe
M-triod by the courts of this State.
Senator Foste'r asked Mr. Christian (f

It wa.s proposed to allow this telephone
company to entor .1 city 011 ditr-.-ivnt
tiTtiis from those accorded companies al-
rcady in oper&tion.
Mr. christian repHed in the allirmative.

but said tht> company asked lor only
what was just. If therei are companies
ln existence uiK>n which 1'niust condi¬
tions are iniiniscd the mimiciruiity should
retnove such conditions. lie nroHrred
that the object sought 10 be attain^d be
a«<ompl!shed by a geri'tiral law. far h.S
company did not ask, nor desire, any
ppeeial inivilege.

ill!. Ml.'NFORD'S POSITION.
Senntor Munford read tha resohui.-n

nrtopted by tlie Citv Council of i.V< h-
nmnd. proiestlng .lg.irist the pHSSage 0*
th:- bill. He poitlVd out his ob.ieetions
to the act, and m.ivcl to amend it so as
to rcauire the oomyiiy t. seciue the

corscnt of a city or town <ouncil l-ofoie
uslng us streets. li.: said the hill hi
elfcct would rcyr.U Uti provHion :n the
Code giving to inuni-ip.'iiuies the riglit
tj say what telephiic edmpar.ies shall
use the streets of a -.-ity or cotvn.
Mr. Munford said this irrc.it point at

Issu" was Whether or not the niuuii ipallfy
should have the r'.jjht :o placo lvstneHon
upon nitcs. A great company llkie tlie
one proposed to be incorporatcd could
icir,.: and crush o-jl local conccrns. civate.
a monojoly. and inake rate? that wou'd
be r. burden upon i.'ic ppapli.
RcpO'lng to Mr. Christian. Mr. Mun¬

ford said eonsen-t or agrccment could not
take from the Fcdcral court's jurisdic-
tloh in legSsl&tion that might arisc under
tlils actl
Mr. A. C. Gordon. City attorney of

Staunton. said hc. was commissioned by
his city to cttier a solcrhh protcst against
the passage of this bill. He' told of
the telephdnic conditions existing in the
valley. especially in Augusta county. He
bclleved rhese conditions -would be de¬
stroyed by the passage of this bill. When
'the Bell Company operated cxclusively
In Staunton 'phones rented for ?40 a

year; under the local syslem the cost
is only $13 per year. He bclleved. as did
Mr. Munford; thnt this proposed com¬

pany would absorb the" small eoiicerns,
nnd there being no provision as to
maxlmum ratcs. the great monopoly that
would bc crcatcd could charge exorbitant

THE CITY ATTORNEY.
City Attorney ir. R. Pollard, of Rich¬

mond, followed Mr. Gortloii: He said
that one remarkable provision of that
act was that al one "swoop" it
sevcred itself from* the' provisions of
three chapters of the Code. Xo re-

strictibn wus placed upon the amount of
real estate that may be held; n<> books
were to l.o opened for subscriptiqns to
the capital stock. but this matter was to-

bo attended to privately. and the capital
stock might be increased upon ten days'
¦notice.
Replyins lo what Mr. Christian had

said about a telephone company bCllig
jiermitted to use tiie public highways
without tlie conscnt of the counSy an-

(thoktlcs, while the cities and towns
are given the right to keep a company
out. Mr. Pollard rcmiiuled the committee
that a suit for damages for an accldent
happenlrig on a. public road could not

be -malntained against a county. Yet,
a city is held liable for injury to a per¬
son by reason of the unsafe conditions
ot its Streets.
Mr. Poilard said Richmond has been

trylng for two years to force all the
electrlc wires in the city to bc placed
in condtlits. Within ninety days all the
wires will bc placed in tlie conduits. If
thin bill is passed the new company
would come along and place its poles
and wires where the others were re-

moved from. This would simply be an

outrago.
BROAD POWEP.S.

Mr. Pollard stated that under this act
the company could enter any or all the
su-eets of the city at its "sweet will."
The bill allows the company to occupy
tl-.e public pnrks. a privilegc nover given
to any telegraph or telephone com¬

pany. lt authbrizes the concern to oc¬

cupy the public works of a city. It

could place its wires on the gas-house,
almshouse of other public buildlngs.
Mr. Pollard said a remarkable pro-

vlsion of this act was that the com-

p.M-.y could acquire private property and
imniedlatcly sell or loase or otherwise
disposc of it. Uius violating a cherished
princlple of the fimdajnclltaiJiDV-
The City Attorney next addressci"! him-

pelf to the alleged monopolistic feuture of

the question. which he declared to be in

violation of Democratic principleii
11 had been eontended in the pul)lic

(Continucd on Filth Page.)

EFFiCIENCY OF
THE U; S. ARMY

Bill Framed by War Department to

Remedy Defects Deveioped in
the Spanish War.

WASHINGTON. Feb. 1!>..Chairman
Hull, -of ihe House Committee on Military
Affairs. to-day introduced a bill pre-
pared by the War Department authori-
tics, to improve the efflcdency of the
army.
The bill was framed by the War 35e-

partment with Uie idea of strengthening
the military system and remedying de-
li-cts deveioped in the Spanish war.

The chief feature provides for one-

third of the promotions to be made by
selection. This is t« enable tlie Presi¬
dent to reward speclally gallant and
meritorious services.
The bill glves tlie President eontrol of

the tenure of the otlice of the hea'ds of
staff dbpariniehts, and he can. by and
with the consent of the Senate, mako a

new head of a department at any time
when in his judgment the afllciency of
the service would be increased thereby.
the holder being transferred to the re-
tired 11st.
The only immediate result under the

provision would be the probabl'e retlre-
rnent of General Etasan, Commissar;-
General, now undergoing suspension.
ln the Adjutant-General and Inspectpr-

General's Depariments there wou'd be
no further appomunents but by detail
I'rom ihe next loivor grade of the line
for a tour of four years.

ENPERIENCl-JJJ O1-F1CBRS.
Oflieials say this will give a laige num-

ber of experienced ¦staff officers to meet
future requlremonts and the emergen-
cies of active service. These selccions.
too, are to be made on recommendHtions
of i»roDer boards.
The Quartermaster and Subsistence

Department. the Ordnance anu Signal
Corps, are also to be li'led in like man-
ner. Ofllcers now in the regular staff de-
l>arunei:t.« will serve only one year in
live, with such branch of the line as the
Secretary of War m>^; designate.
The reorg.uiizatlon of the artillery. the

only change proposed in the line of the
army, is based on advanced ideas that
are largely In use in other oountries, and
ls called for by the present system of
sca coast defence.?: lt insures tlie care
of the heavy ordnance .and ihe training
of otn^ers and snen to handlc these guns
in active service.
The office of ;x>st chaplain is abolished,

and one provided for eatfil regiment of
the line of the army, regular and. volun-
teer. The chaplain's rank nnd pay are
made .those of a captain. mounted.
The proposed increase of the artillery

will be made by distrlbution of men froiii
other arms of ihe service. and will not in¬
crease the strength of the service.

BARGE OAKLANDSSUNK.
Fourbl' Her Crew Went Down "With

Ueraml Wore Di-owned.
NEW YORK. Feb. 1P..The barge Oak-

lands. Z.iXO tons. with a Xorfolk crew,
went down off the Jersey coast ln ihe
rceent storni, four men on tlie barge
pi ilshlng. She was fornieiiy a threc-
hwuitcd shlp. and was formoriy <oin-

itnndcd by Captain William Hliiks, of
Norfolk, Va.

THE PORTO RICAN
TARIFF BILL

Debate Opened In the
House on Yesterday.

INTENSE INTEREST
Democrats are Solidly Arrayed Against

the Measure

GREAT DEMAND FOR TIME.

The Most Iniportant Measure That

Will Come Helbrc This Congress
as it Involvcs the Cniesiion of

Coiisiitutioiial Power Co Gov-

cin »lic Xcwly Acqiilrctl
lsland Possessioiis.

WASHINGTON, Feb. VX.The debate
upon the Porto Klcan tariir bill, which is

to continue thfoughout the week and

pbssibly longer, opened in the House to-

day. On all .hands it is agreed that this

bill. although it apnl-.es only to Porlo

Rico; invoivirig as it does the question
of the power to govern our new posses-
Sions outside the ltmitations of the con¬

stitution. is the most iniportant measure

which will come before this Congress.
Interest in the bill is intense among

moniljers on both sides, and there ls a

general demand for time. Tho Demo¬

crats are soltdly arrayed against tlie

measure. and they will have powerful
support from the Repubiican siae ln Mr.

M-dCall, of Massachusetts. and Mr. Bittle-
.ield. of Maine. both able and forceful
debaters.
How far the Repubiican dissafisfaction

will extend, or whether it wllT endangcr
the bill, u is imposslble to'say al this

time.
Mr. Pavne. the floor Ieader of the ma¬

jority. refused to agree that a vote should
.be taken upon a substitute to be offered
by the minority. Thts substitute. which
hiis not yet been framed. wil! bc in suib-
stance the bill originally tintrodueeC by
Mr. Payne. provlding 1'or free trade with
Porto Rico by the extension of the cu--
toms and revenue laws of the United
States over the islands.
The debate to-day lacked exciting fen-

tures. lt w.is in the nature of a long-
range bombardment before the clash or
the eqntendlng'- forces in battle. Mr.
Payne opened with a general argument in

support of the bill, going largely into
the mnteri.il side of the situation. which
the bill is designed to relleve.

-\.r. Rlchardson, the Democratic Ieader.
joined issue upon the power of Congress
to enact the proposed leglslation, and
Mr. Dalzel. of Pennsyivania. b:icT;ed up
Mr. Payne iwith a constitutioiia' and legal
argument.

SOP TO RICH BKRWERS.
Thb bill to amend sections :!3'!l-ll of the

reviscd statiites, whose ehief objoct is to
abolish small paekages of heer, the one-
sixth and one-eighUi barrels, was passed
after a debate, in which Mr. suizer.
iDcm.) of Xew York, charged it vas a
sop to nch brewers.
Mr. "Bartrlett (Dem.). of Georgla. said

the hum'blo asking of relief from war
taxes should illrst be heard: and Mr.
Terry. (Dem.) of Arkansas, safd a seeret
understandirig with Great Britain made
expressldn of sympathy for the Boers
by this government impossible.
Mr. Payne. of Xew York, the tloor Iead¬

er of the majority. then moved the House
to* go into Committee of the Whole. to
consider the Porto Rican tariff bill.
Pending that motion, Mr. Payne offered

to make an agreement by which general
debate should close on Saturday next.
The bill to be 'taken up under the five-
ininutc rule on Monday next. and' the
firial vote to be taken at 2 o'clock.
Mr. McCall, of Massachusetts, asked if

such an agreement would preclude a vote
upon the bill originally introduced by Mr.
Payne for free trade with Porto Rico.
Mr. Payne replied that was for the

House and ihe commiitee lo decide.
Mi*. Rlchardson, the minority Ieader, in-

sisted that there shoiild' be a definife un-
derstanding that the minority could ofifer
a substitute. To this Mr. Payne dcelincd
to agree. As a matter of privilege, Mr.
Hitt, of Illinois, reported back from the
Committee on Forelgu Affairs the Wheei-
er resolution. ealling U]>on the State De¬
partment for information as to the truth
of allegations of Mr. Macrum, e.\-Consul
at Pretoria. concerning the tampering
with his mail by the British authorities,
and it was adopted without debate.
The House then went into Committee

of the Whole, with all questions relating
to the close of the debate open.

MARKED ATTENTION.
Mr. Payne. in charge of the bill, in

opening the debate, received marked at-
tentioh.
"This bill, by its terms." he cxplained.

"relates only to the island of Porto Rico.
It cannot be taken as a iprecedent of any
legislatlve action in reference to the
Philippine Islands, when the present in-
surrecrion shall have been overcome, ex¬

cept so far as we assert our view of
our power under the American Constitu¬
tion."
The original bill, introduced on the 10th

day of January last, nrovided that the
eustoms laws of the United States and
the internal revenue laws be extendeu
to Porto Rico. The idea was to give the
produeer of sugar the free entrance of
this staple into the United States, saving
a duly of over $30 a ton. Under that bill
the dtity s-aved upon tobacco would be
35 cents per pound for tJie main pcrtion
of the, crop, and for the wrappers S1.S5
nier pcundi
After constiltation with (Jeneral Davis,

the present Military Governor, it' was
fcund that this aclon would not produce
siifficlent revenue to meet the expenses
of the government. He estimated that
not more than a million dollars could be
eollected from both eustoms duties and
internal-revenuo tax. The substitute was
then brought forward. which imposes a

duty equal to our own tariff upon all
arllcles Imported lrom abroad other than
those of the United States into Torto
Rico. and a duty equal to 2i per cen-tum
of the- rates ot our own tarlfr laws on
all articles ini.ixirted Into Porto RU-o from
the United States or frum Porto IiU'o
into the United States. The best esti-
mates that can be obtalned show that
this wiU produce a revenue of $1,130,GCO
from eustoms duties, 'which. added to the
internal revenues of the lsland. will pro¬
duce $2,300,000, a sum suflicient to pay
all the expenses of tlie government. in-
cludlng the postal service and ST.J'j.COa
for the public schools. The total esti-

j. tContinued on Second Pase.) «.-

CRONJE'S ARMY
. IS SURROUNDED

French Between Boers
and Bloemfontein.

BULLER'S SUCCESS.

He Has Completely Broken the Boer
Line of Fortresses.

HLANGWAN HILL CAPTURED.

This is ol' Grc.it Stratcjric Iniportaiice
as it Commaiuls the Flaiilc of Roer

Dcfcnces at Colcriso.A Siicccss-
ful Advance and Cajitnrc
ol'thc Itailiyay May'Now

bo iioolcc tl Po r.

LONDOX, Feb. 20-3 M.", A. M-.A mem¬

ber of the C.-ih'inet told II. W. Lucy
to-night that the War Office had re¬

ceived a telegrara anhouncing that Gen¬
eral Cronje- was hopolessly surrounded.
Mr. Wyiidham was bes'tft by anxious

members of tlie House, but would only
reply that the governmenfs news was

extremely satisfaeto'ry. The sole object
of the government in withholding good
news is that cbnlirmation and further
ddtails are awaited.
LONDOX, Feb. 20.12:30 A. M..The

War Olllcc at midnight announccd that
It had uothltig further for publicaUon
from South Africa.

ln the lobbies of tho House of Com¬
mons last evening, however. it was

rumored that General Cronje's army
was surrounded; that General French
had gi*i between the Boer forces. and
Bloemfontein. and that he was oniy
waiting reinforcements to close in on
the eheihy.
No confirmaUon of this rumor is ob-

iainablo, although the general idea is
that, the government has received Im¬
portant dispatches.

BOER LINES BROKEN.
CHIEVELEY, Monday morning, Feb.

18..The Boers' line of fortresses Is
broken. The British have achie'ved a

decided succcss in eapturing the enemy's
position in Monte Christo. The Boers
however, efteetively executed a retreat,
removing their guns and convoy wagons.
The British have comparatlvely few cas¬

ualties.
LO.NDO.V, Feb. 20..The Chieveley cor-

respondent of the Daily Telegraph, tele-

graphlng yesterday, says:
"We now occupy all the hills to the

right of Colenso on this side of the

Tugela including Hiangwah, which the
Boers evacuated ia-.t night (Sunday).
"This capt'ure of Tilangwan llill is of

grc-at strategic importance, as the htll
conimands the flank of the Boer de-
fences at Colenso. A successful advance
and the enpture of rallway may be ex-

])e< ted.."
LONDOX. Feb. 20..The Daily Mail has

the following dispatch from Pietermaritz-
burg, dated Monday:
-lt is reported that Sir Redvers Buller

has captured Hlangwan Mill. Large
numbers of Free Staters have left to

meet Lord Roberts' foree. lt is believed
that a number of Boer big guns^ have
been taken back across the Ixirder."

EXPEtrr BIG BATTLE.
LONDOX, Feb. 20..A dispatch to the

Daily Mail from Lorenzo Marnues, dated
Monday. says:
"According to advices from Pretoria.

the Boers are expecting a big battle on

the Tuegla. They claim that seventy of
the Wiltshires were killed nt C'olesb?rg,
nnd that thirty wagons with forage and
prpvisions were captured. but no ammu-

nition. They thus deseribe the iighting
at Kimberley:
" "The British came throur.h Claun-

bahk and attacked in two colunins.
While the Boers were busily engaged
with Lord Roberts General French, with

2,000 cavalry and six guns. succeedod in

(Continued on Second Page.)

THE POPULiSTS
HAVE A SPLiT

At Their Meeting in Lincoln, Nebras-
ka, Part of the Delegates

Onganize a Bolt.
LINCOLN. 'XBB.. Feb. 19..A spllt and

a walk-out-followed a turbulent meeting
of the Popltst Xatlonal Committee to-

night. The anitl-fus5on leuJers, after hav¬

ing a number of their followers turncd
down by the Credcntiais Committee. or-

gandzing a bolt and formlng a new com¬

mittee. The members ravorable to fusion,
after adopting tlje report of the Credent-
fals Cfcjiv.niiittee. adjourned until to-mor¬

row, when in all likehhood it will elect
a ccmmlttee of three .to call the national
convention at the same city and -at the
same tlme Uie Democratic convention is
held. I i i '¦''
CVucuses and coiiferences early to-day

aroong the contencllng factions boded an

inhuxmonious meeUns for the full com-

mhitee which besun a>: S o'clock thl.s evc-

u'vi? a't the Capi'toi. and indioations that
breakers were anead were emrJhasized
ten minutes after Ohairman Butler called
the committee to order and announced
that it would at once go into executive
session.
The differences of the members. o£

whom th«r.e wore about eighty present,
and holding r>ro>:ies for near the whole
committee. hinged primary on the old
question of fusion.
'Senutdr Allen, with apparently the

strongest following. insisted on fusion,
and to that end the committee be em-

powered to call the convention for the
same day and place as the Democratic
convention.

.1. A. Parker. of Kentucky. replied on

behalf of the Middle-of-the-Road, or An-
tl-Fusion men. He asked why. in call-
ing the roll, tl\e proxles of Commlttee-
mon Files, of Arkausas, and McReynolds,
of Lincoln. had been oraltteu.
ln the midst of an uprour the .Middle-

pf-trie-Roaders, led by Parker, of Ken¬
tucky, and Weller. of Iowa, left the
hall: engaged a room down ^town and
organized a boiting meeting.
The main committee shortly after mid¬

night adjourned uiuii to-morrow morn¬

ing. .»
The Bolters called a National conven¬

tion for Cincinnatl on Wednesday, May
.Uie 0th. ;

INACCURATE
AND M1SLEADING

What Mr- Williams Says
of tlie New York Story.
WORTH SMALL NOTICE

Doubtless Prepared Under tha Super-
Vision of T. F. Ryan.

WERE INCORRECTLY QUOTED.

Tlie Appoiiitmciit for Meeting With

Gencial Thomas or Mr. Gould.

Total Interest ol* the Produce

Kxelianjro Company i" tho

SyiUliCatc is Scarccly
1 Per Cent.

A speeial to The Times last night from

Baltimore says:
Mr. John Skeltoh Willisms vTas in this

city to-day, and was asked what he had

to say in regard to the statement which

appcared in a New York -pupcr Sunday,

to the effcet tliat the Produca Eichango
Tru&c. Company niight block Ihe Seaboard

consohdation throiigh its nfriisal to as-

s^-nt to the plan ot the Greatcr Seaboard
syndicate.
"The art cie." eailcl .Mr. Williams, "whkh,

by the way, I did not see until I read it

as a paid advertisement in a Baltimore
paper to-day, was doifhtless prepaivd
under the siipervisioh of T. F. Ryan. but
was full of inaccuracies and mis-state-
ments that I hardly teel it worth while

to notice. So far as General Sam Thomas
and the Produce Exchange Trust Com¬

pany are concerned, 1 do not be.ieve that

they have been correctly quoted in re¬

gard to the matter. We have no appolnt-
mc-nt for any meeting with Gen. Thomas
or Mr. Gould to discuss this matter. an

was alleged in the New York artiele, and
we have not been advlsed by the Produce
F.xchange Trust Company of any tlnal
tleterminaKon on their part to reruse

their as'sent to our plans.
SCARCElL-Y SEVDN PE'R CENT.

.'The total interest wliich the Produce
Exchange Trust Company has In bo h
the Seaboard and the Florida' Central
and Peninsular syndicate is not tsventy-
live per cent.. as Intrmated in tlie artiele
reforred to. but is scarceiy seven per
cent. of the total. Every other subscribsr
to the 'Seabxard syndicate has already as-
sented to the iplans ot" the Greater Sea¬
board syndicate. and practically every
snbser'ber to the. Florida Central and Pen¬
insular syndicate; except the Produce
Exchange Trust Company. fias done the
same. As to Thomas V. Ryan and his
remarks as qttotcd in the New i'ork x>a-
per, I have onb* to say that the courts
now have Mr. Ryan in charge. and they
have -already expressed their opinion ot
him .und his methnds in no uncertain
term?, and his attempts lo fmpede the
prbgress of a great enterprise have been
ignomlnious faifures in the pa.-t. ar.d
will continue to be so in the future. i£
he further pursues the same course."

WiLL LiKELY BE BLOCKED.
Seheme for the ConsoUdation of Sev¬
eral Upnds Into Sciilioai-tl Air Dine.
The foilowing ;s the Xew York Herald's

artiele to which Mr. Williams had refer-
ence:

"It is likely that the siheme for tho
censoiid itiop. of several Southtrn railr
roads into the Greater Seaboard Air Dine
organization. supposed to have fceen final¬
ly consumma/ted by the Baltimore con:in-
gent Jieaded by John iSkelton Williams.
wili bc bleeked by General Samuel Thom¬
as, Edv.-in Gould and their allies, now in
control of the Produce Exchange Trust
Company of this city.
"It was announceu onlj- a few days ago

that the Williams contingent had suc-
eessfully stillcd all opposition to its plar.s
.-opposition that has been aggressive for
¦several tuohUis.and its consoUdation
seheme was declared opcrative. But the
Produce Exchange Trust Company, which
owns a large slice of the- syndicate in con¬
trol of the present Se-iboard Air Line
system, now turns out as an obstacle
to the carrying out of the plan. General
Thomas, speaking for Ihe Trust Company.
yesterday, declared that it :s considered
altogether unfair to stockholders to sup¬
port the Williams proposition, and that
until the company' parts with its share
of the Seaboard syndicate it will siand as
an obstacle to the consolidation.
"Mr. Williams and some of his asso-

ciates :n the dcal will meet Messrs. Thom¬
as and Gould to-morrow or on Tuesday,
and they will then learn that their Sea¬
board s.'fcemc is regarded as high-handed
and that they will have a long light with
the Produce Exchange Trust interests to
carry it through. Particular stress is put
by the o'ojectors. on the prominence in
tlie consolidation seheme of the Contincn¬
tal Trust Company, of Baltimore. which.
it is ihtim'ated, has been brought into
the arfair in much the same .way as.the
Produce Exchange Trust before tne col-
lapse was loaded with a part of the Sea-
bcard Air Line syndicate.

THE PLAN'.
"Briefly stated.'It ls the plan of the

Williams contingent. to consolidate the
Seaboard Air Line. Florida Central and
Peninsular, Georgia and Alabama, Ches-
fcerfield -firkd Kershaw and Riehm_>nd.
Pete»burg and Caroiina Ra'.road sys-
tems and the Georgia and Alabama Ter-
m-Inal Company's properties into the
"Greater Seaboard Air Line System.'
The several syndicates now controlling
these prapertics are invited to exchange
itlheir hcldinsrs fctr certificates in the
greater company and to sign an agree¬
ment which puts their interests into the
h-ands of a, 'Managins Committee.' com-

posed of President Williams and s'^jof
his frie d , among them Is S. Davles War-
field, president of the Continental Trust
Company of B-altimor-i
"Under the agreerrjen-t tihls comm'ttee

ih.is unl'.mited power to do what it may

please for a period of ten years. which
porlod iTiay.be extencled. Syndicate inter¬
ests wno s gn tne agreement virtually enter
into a co-partnership with the committee
ln the management of which they have
no say. while the committee has power to

go into debt on the credit of the rail¬
roads to any extent which lr may con-
sltier necessary for the carrying our or
the consolidation seheme.
"Tbis -13 ithe part of the plan to which

the Produce Exchange Trust "Company
makes strenuous ODiections. The com¬

pany is interested ln the syndicate now
in control of the Seaboard Air Line sys¬
tem to the extent of something like 51.-
MU.000. President Williams, of the Sea¬
board. is a dlrector of the trust company.
'ahtl.ls'said to have-.induced Its mana-
.gersj before the recent cotlapse. -to go

into the deal. At the time the Produce
Exchange Trust Company failed it was

tntimated in Wall street that Its syn-
dtcate hotdmgs would be transfcrred to

representatives of J. Fierpont Morgan,
and that, ln the Interests of Mr. Morgan's
Southern Rallway system. the Scaboard
consolidation project would be chcckcd.
."Geaerat-^amuei T;t ma.», wuo.wsS: Ed-

win Gould.jis now dominant in the man-

agemcnt of 'the trust company, said yes¬
terday:
"We scc no reason why we should go

luto the Wiiiiams arrangement. We are

worklng to build np our company in the
interests of our stockhoMers. A lot ot
their money has gone into this Seaboard
syndicate and it is our duty to get lt out
again.not to get in further. If we should
stgn Mr. Williams' agreement we would
tie ourselves and our money up for an

lndenmte period ln a parlnership in
which 'we could not movc for self-pro-
tectiou.

NO AjNIMOSTY.
"The Managlng Committee wants to

give Jtseif unlimlted powers. We have
no aiilmo.-ity 'toward 1'residen: W:l-
iiams hor his associates. Wtt'h us
;.£ ls ,i tbuslness propositkin, and
we (toh't iicl cve tljiat I'he scheme
is fair or business like. Therefore we

don't proposc to go into it. Other trust
cbmpailies can gc abead If they want'to,
but we will :.. t."
Thomas F. Ryah, whosc interests in

tho Seaboard Air Line and opposition" to
the Wiiiiams" scheme have been promi-
nent topics of Walt-street gossip for sev¬
eral months. said yesterday:
"Some tlme aro.und the lirst of the year

I gave to the press a statement coricern-
ing corrcspen'deh'ce that had passed be¬
tween Williams and myself. Ln this I
asked Williams specitic questions that
have never been answercd. I polnted out
that before he became president of tho
Seaboard and Roanoke road there were

stocks in the treasury ot that company
which insured control of certain allicd
properties. I asked If these had been
sold. and. If so, why and when and to

whom. 1 asked if they had been sold to
a syndicate in which Mr. Wiiiiams was

directly or indirectly intercsted. I asked
many other questions of the same sii,rnln".
ca'rit jctmracter, partieularly about the
Gasfon and Raleigh Company, When
these are answereil I may have more to

«;iv. but not before."
Wall-street Interests do notbelieve that

the Seaboard consolidation scheme can

be carried out unless all the syndicate
interests are in accord. It is pointed out

that the Continehtal Trust Company has
entered into acrcements with the various
Byndicates, and that until relcased from all
of these. it cannot foree the new scheme.
It U admitted by the Wiiiiams eontin-

j*ent that about twenty-tive per cent. ot
tbe old syndicate interests have as yet
held back from slgning the new agree¬
ment.

LOCK-OUTIN SAVANNAH.
Cauetl by a Slrikcof the Plumbers for

Hiirlier Wajjes.
SAVANNAH. G '.. Feb. in..Tiie Savan¬

nah OBuilders' Exchange. representlng all
the contractors who employ men on baiid-

,'ing's in Savannah. declartd a loek-oul or
all union men to-cluy. lt went into eftect
at six o'clock this evening.
The lock-out was caused by a strike

of the plumbers for increased wages and
the fear that the allted trades would go
out with them. Several hundred men wili

be out oC-eail'loyinent to-morrow.
The plumbers' strike is very serious at

this time. Water pipes have btirst ln all
sections of the city owing to the freeze.
and there is no one to repair them.

CELEBRATION OF
PH1 BETA KAPPA

Dr. Thomas Nelson Page Delivered
an Address on.Character the
TrueTestofa Civilization"-

W1LLIAMSBFRG. VA.. Feb. lO.-Spec-
ial.The a.unual celebratlon of the iPhi

Lleta Kappa Soclety .was held in the

chapel of William ar.d Mary' College to-

nlght in the presence of a large and dis-

tlngulahed asjemtilase.
Mr. R. M. Hughes, orv Norfolk: president

of the soclety, prealded and introduced
Rev. Dr. White, of Lexington. Who open¬
ed the exercises wirh prayer. Mr. Hughes
welcomed tlie audience und closed by *n-

trcduclrig Rev. B. D. Tucker. of Norfolk,
who read .<. poem by.John R. Thompson.
delivered origir.ally by the author here at

a slmilar ceiebratlon.
The orator of the uccasion. l>v. Thomas

.Nelson Page. of Washington, D. IC., the

distlngulshed author, was introduced ln
etoquetvt words by President Hughes-. The

.subject of the address was .Chir.iel^r tne

True Test of a Civilization." Dr. Page
deolared that the historic assoeiauons of

UTUllamsburg, of Williams and Mary and
of Phl Beta. Karspa prevailed upon h'm
to break a determlnatlon to deliver no

more acklresses. ar.d that 'he could not rc-

slst the power thbit drew him here where
Ang'.vSaxon civtli-zaitlon was first plant-
ed. The speaker dwelt upon the relatlt n;

of'ph: Beta Kaippa to William and Mary,
of the latter to the Commonwealth of Vir¬

ginia ar.<l of Vir=rinia to the I'nion. siiow-
Ing principle and character a.s rortrayed
in the Sit'e of the college and State. He
drew many practical lessons for the young
lierctlemen before him, pornting out how
the Irispress of character left upon the
past bv their fathers would affect them.
Dr. Page. in lan.iru.tge b-?autifu! and luci'i.
rresertted to them esampies ot character
in men whose manners are linked with
WHl;:im nnd Mary. brir.gtng out in bohl
relief the meaning of the subject he had
chosen.
'ihe speech of the young author was

li-stened to wtth rapt a-ttention from be-
glnning to er.d. and was proriour.ced by
many present as one of the nnest ever de¬
livered 'here on such an cceasion.

A ¦BANQCET.
After the address the members of the

soclety. their ia'd'es and a few invited
guests repaired to the library of the. col¬
lege. where the bamiuet was served.
Amonc: rhe promlnent :rer.t!em3n orfsent

for tnlSatlon tq-r.is.ht were: Dr. Thomas
Xelson Page. of W/as:»fh#fqn; Colonel Wi!-
scn M.Ies Cary. cf "BaltbHortS iW.". Mr.
Jchn L. Wiiiiams. of Richmond: Dr.
Alex. Henry Whl'e, of Wa=hlngtor. and
Lee Fn'.versity. Lexingron: Prof. 'Robert
T. iFunstalt. of 'Xorfo'k. Prominent
among the vlsltfbs nacrnbers are: Dr. J.
W. Southall. Superiittsndent o* PubHc
IwstructSon. R'.ohmond; tR. -M. Hughes,
Esq.. of Xorfolk: Messrs. Jtosowed Page.
S. Gordon Cumming. Hampton: E. B.
J.mes. J>r. B. <D. Turfcer, P <S. Stephensnn,
of Norfolk. besldes the members of the
tacu'.ty c.f Wyili.m and Moiry College.
The fi'.lo-wic'T ro^mhers 'sent iptters of

rcgiHYt at their tiabll'lity to a.trer.d the cele¬
bratlon: "--vri^.r:.- of War EUlhu R.>ot.
Washln?ttn; .{"rof. Charies Dabney, Uni-
yersity of VJ:glr.i:i; Ex-'Gr.vernoc Xlchols.
of Louis'^ana: James L'nd.*ay 'Gordon, of
Xew York: B:->N p Rtr-dolr'a: Prr^f. James
!\I. Gia.rr.ett. aci E. S. Joynes. of the Uni-
^.m^tx of ViraJnia, and Mr^J. W". Kad-
docka.

MR. W. B. TAYLOR
CRUSHEDTO DEATH

AlmostJEvery Bonein His
Body Was Broken.

CAUSED BY ELEVATOR

\n Which He Was Riciing, Fallfog to

Basement.

HIS SKULL WAS FRACTURED.

Knee Broken; Compountl Fracture of

the Thigh: Fracture Over Earas
aml .Many Eruises About the

Body.Death Came Quickly
to Him.The Funeral Ar-

rangements Dater.

Mr. William Bencdlct Taylor met a hor-

rible death by t'ae falling ot the e-evator

at the store-house ot Christian & Wln-

free. fourth and Cary streets, at 3 o'clock

yesterday afternoon. while ln t!K elevator

in their building. His body was badly

crushed, many bones being broken 30 aa

to protrude through tho UcsU. The arma

were wrenched out of their sockets^ aud
the cntirc body was so budly bruised that

it was hardly recosnizablo.
The ambuiance was called, with Dr. W.

W. Parker. Jr.. in charge.* The wounded
man was thcu beyond the reach of mcdl-
cal or surgical a:d. He was taken to the
Altnshouse. where he died a t'ow nilnutes
after arriving there.
Upon cxamination Drs. Goode, Trevil-

lian and Parker f->und' that the dead man

had a fracture over the twse of the skuil.
one over left ear. a compound fracture
of the thig'h, a slmple fracture ot the
left thigh; the rislit knee broken: a frac¬
ture over-the right ear, and many brutsca
about the body.
HOW T'HE ACCIDENT HAPPENED.

Mr. Taylor had been in the habit of
going up and down ln the eievaitor, and
had occusion to be on it several times
during the day. lt was shortly before 5
o'clock yesterday afternoon. when he was
g >ing up to the top floor of the building.
When the top tloor had been reached the
large propelllng rope ga.?e way. and the
elevator car fell to the basement. work¬
ing deatrnetlon in Its way. The crash
made by the elevator as ir fell alamned
the oth«r men in the store, aml they
rau to see what had happened. Down In
the dark they could see the almost life-
less form ot' Mr. Taylor. crushed. bruised
and smothered among the dcbrls of flie
wrecked elevator.

held in- ritt;rr esteem.
Mr. Taylor was supertntendent of th<?

wholesate house of Christian & Wiu-
free. and was an efficient and valued ern-

ploye: He was about thirty years of
age; of strictty mor.il hubits, and un-
ostentatioua in business aml socfal in.
tercoursc He was held in hleh esteera
by all who knew him. He resfded at
Ni>. 512 north Etghth street.
Tfce bedy of Mr. Taylor was turned

over to Mr. Joseph W. Bliley, the un-
dertaker. about S o'clock last night tc
be prepared for burial.
Coroncr Taylor vlewed the remnina and

decmed an Imiucst iirtne'cesaary. a-< tlw
death was acefdehtaf. and could not be
attributed to the fault of any one.
The ar:-angemer.ts for the funeral wll'.

be made to-day.

DECREE REVERSED.
In f he Appeal of tlio Inter-Of-an I'tts-

iisbin.»<'«>. vs. A^srci'trsI Vr«,«».
SPRIXCFrEDD. TLI... F. b. !!). .in th«

appeal of the fnter-Ocean Pnblishing
Company against the Aasoclatol Prea
the Supreme Court to-day rendered ar.

oprnlon revresting the dr"" i»hteretl by
tho Cook County Clrcuit Court and th«
AppelRtre Conrt for the Fir-r D's-rJet.
and remandlng the ennsfl f> the circul!
Court with directions to enter a decree as

prnyed for in the orfgirbal bil! Bfcil by
the Enter-Cfcean Pub!lj.hir-L,- ervmpany; to
re3i:rn;n the Assochtted Etess from sus-

pendShg or expclling the petltlorwr f.om
its membershrp', and from refusihg to fur.
n'sh its news accordlng to [fca contract.

Arrested In New York.
ELMIRA. N. Y.. Feb. j;i..Frederli i,

Anderson allas "Wlsconsin Fred." want-
ed in Virginia for trlal on elghc Iniiict-
ments for post-ofllce robberfes, was taken
to Staunton. Va.. tr.-nigh.'.

De.-al in Hcil.
CANTON. GA., Feb. 10.Mr. John

Burke. of Boston. was found dead ln beii
here yesterday. He was the s*p;>father
and the on-iy rather General Patrick Col-
lins, of Boston, ever knew.

SUMMARY OF TO-DAY'S NEWS.
Local.

.Arguments on the Virginia Telephone
and TeJegrapb: Company heard by the
Senate Com^it!''-: on < ;n*ral Eaws.

Work of the Leglslature.
.Governjr Tyler comylafns about cer¬

tain bills sent to him for approval:
.Mr. Michael Mayo kilicd at the Rich¬

mond, Freuericksburg and Potomac
shops.
.Lecture at Richmond College by Pro¬

fessor Wheeler.
.Horribie death of XV. B. Taylor in at

elevator shaft.

State.
.Fire destroys a planlng mill ln South

Boston. No Insurance.
.W. J. Gacland said to have expert-

mented with fowls before uslng a hat-ptn
to kill his wife. .
.A Norweglan warshlp in Nor.o;:.:

harbor. _..¦'_',*,
.A lunatlc dics in jail at Sttffolte.
.Colonel Cutlett. of Kocibr.'-se. an-

'nouncedraa « cundhiate for Congreaa.
.I.extngton or.I-.frs compulso:-y vacslna-

tion ard quarartine.
.Ci'prai-n Frank Wurren fcnocked over-

board from his oyster sloop and drown <>.

.City Engin--er Wingate. of Roanoxe-.,
to be trietl for gross neglecc of duty.
_V man falta from a railroad tre^tle

twenty feet ln Petersburg.
General.

-Porto Klcan tariff bill creates great
Interest ln the H«B«.

n<,.rPP =et'le-.Kentucky contest no nearer settie-

m-Popullsts Lt Llncoln, Neb.. have a tur-

bulent meeting.
P'oreiS".

-General Cronje's army la said to be

entirelv surrounded.
-General Freneh between Boers and

ESuertha3 captured HIangwan Kill.


